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...Yuval, John Bahcall and I were calling the shots, and our first decision may have
been our best: We convinced Uri Feldman to become the first director of the new observatory.
When Uri took over, it was not an observatory but just an idea, but he devoted himself
completely to this undertaking, and with courage and determination he got the observatory
built. ...

and RPN,

“...The observatory was built under the direction of Uri Feldman, who designed an
observatory that was both beautiful and functional. He displayed, in order to complete the
design and construction all in one year, a disarming honesty, a fierce stubbornness, and an
unlimited capacity for work. Uri would shout at contractors and soothe scientific egos, some
times in the same sentence. Throughout the first summer in which we lived at Mitzpe Ramon,
Uri supervised the technical work and inspired all of us associated with the observatory with
his enthusiasm for creating something new in Israel.”
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